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From: Robert Whit :Lng

Mame
7 Nordica Dr

Address
Croton on Hudson NY 10520

City Stare Zip

Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Setvice

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. .Langc:

The Recreational Pishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grasémots po]itiéal action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, T
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed fo striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particnlarly vulnerable to commereial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

. addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of Jarger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased préssure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment & seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘

‘Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as bigher mmnimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘ -

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly nrge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratotium in the EEZ.
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From: Carolyn Whiting

MName
7 Nordica Dr

MdI.'BSS L I
Croton on Hudson NY 10520

© City Sme  Zip

Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Fast-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD» 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. L@nga:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing indjvidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respecifully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commércial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal ruigrations of striped
bass ‘occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ‘

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish 1 the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. .

Furthexmore, an epen harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive managemment measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
Timits, rednced bag timits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up t& lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. '

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ ar this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continve the striped bass.
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ' , -

’E‘

Respectfully Submiited,
Signamre Q :
IFISH « IVOTE :
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Mle, Beseer 1* Cimabegd
19 Store Tl Rd
Ol Wantbury, MY 1156K

City Stue © Zip

Anne Lange :

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

' The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organizaiion
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As 2 member of the RFA, 1

. respecttully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is alrcady pceurTing in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ duc to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 sceks to enhance, Thas, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened, | |

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased cffort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restriclive management measures for recreational fishermen such s higher mimmum size
timits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up 1o lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. . |

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, T strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ :

24 full brmitted, :
espﬁﬁg_ y Suk )rmttfﬂ._‘___..u—______)
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" From: -J.é.ffv,/ S; [z ek,
MNaine ;
Adaress .
_Colona AT S2ogy

City Smte  Zip

Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustamnable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MI> 20910

- Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots po]m:al action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, |
respectfully urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ closed to siriped bass fishing,

First, NMFS muist address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is a.lmady ocoTing in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped

bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of thesa fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lick of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustaimability of the stock would be
threatened.

: Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortahw rake
to exceed the rargets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resnk
in more restrictive managemem measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
lirnits, redhiced bag Bimits, and shorter seasons Whlch would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.
Striped bass are far 100 valuab]e to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to

be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the siriped bass
harvest moratorinm in the EEZ. :

Respectfully Submitted,

10/23/2003 11:39AM
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From:
Name
6 Mooy PeTH
WJA . O2sp
City Sue Tip
Anne Lange
Chief, S1ate-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Siver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: ‘

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action oxganization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, |
respectfully urge NMFS (0 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the conunercial bycaich of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these watars to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large brecders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable 1o commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratoriom would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-tarm sustainability of the stock would he
threatened. ' , '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped hass in the EEZ couid cause the fishing mortality raie
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resalt

“in more restrictive managemen measures for recreational fishermen sichias higher mindrmom size

liruts, reduced bag limits, and shorter séasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable 1o the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. ] strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Eespectiully Submitted,

1072372003 11:39AM
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From: _ ]
Name J. Eric Gundeym -
3 Reichert Avenue
Address '
City State  Zip
Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishenes

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA. I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. |

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped

" bass occar annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these

migrations, Jarge numbers of bass are particularly vilnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass moriality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycateh. It would niot be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. -

: Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘ :

_ Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing rortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and Jandings in the EEZ could then result
in more resirictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communitics to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respectfully Submitted

Sifnamm
I1FISH ¢« IVOTE

e
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Name - ' ' .
A (f?d?'}é QLS */{: uéﬁ;%ff’;ﬂ
Address
A s TOR A AT 0B850
City State  Zip .
Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisherjes Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Natjonal Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 7 13-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the REA, 1
respectfully vrge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occwTing in
the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particutarly valnerable 10 commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ dué to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ' ' '

. Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are CONCEIns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an increased pressurc on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

~ Furthermore, an Open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment é. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in morTe restrictive managerent Measuies for recreational fishermen such as higher minirmum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the .
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable 1o the recreational fishing sector and coastal conmunities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. .

Respectfully Submitted,
] ‘ o
Y J7

/S'i"aturc g ‘
. / I FISE"$ I VOTE
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Figherics Division

* Offiice of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

‘ The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is & national, grassroots political action prganization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

. First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EE? and many of these fish arc large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass arc particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratoriurn until this 18
addressed.

Sccond, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 sccks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. - '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
10 cxceed the targets sel in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

“-in mioTe restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such ashigher mintomim size
limits, reduced bag Timits, and shorter scasens which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ' "

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal comrnumities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. T strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. )

Respectfully Submitted,

S

1 FISH ¢ IVOTE
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Anne Lange '

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheties Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) ic a national, grassroots potitical action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry, As a member of the RFA, I
rcspectﬂ.llly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ, before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large pumbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations havé shown that there is already & significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium uptil this is
addressed. ' '

Second, as Amendrment 6 states, there are concerns ghout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish.
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermeore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more resirictive management MEASUIES for recreationa) fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘ ‘

Striped bass are far tog valuabie to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be comptomised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

espectfully Submitted,

1072372003 11:39AM
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Name

1.6 winsrioce o

EDCeurvon, my  Jioyd

City

Anne Lange

St Zip

Chief, State-Federal Fisharies Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Natiopal Marine Fisheries|Service

1315 Bast-West Highway{
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596 |

Dear Ms. Lange: !

) 'The Recreational
representing individual sp

respectfully urge NMFS to
First, NMFS must ¢

Room 13317

shing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
t fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA. 1
keep the EEZ closed to striped hass fishing.

dress the commercia) bycatch of striped bass that is already accurring in

the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of striped

bass occur annually in the

id-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these

migrations, large numbers qf bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water

observations have shown th [
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
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Second, as Amend !
stock. Lifting the moratoriu

which Amendment 6 seeks
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there is already 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

nt 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the rargets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
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limits, reduced bag lirnits,

recreational fishing sector,
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Anne Lange

Chiet, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20010

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) 15 a pational, grassroots pcﬂiticﬁ] ACLon urganization
representing indjvidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the REA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS (v keep the EEZ Sosed to striped bass fishing. ' :

First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of. siriped
hass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a sipnificant amount of striped bass mortality in the
£EZ due 1o commercial bycatch. Tt would pot be appropriale 1o renve the moratorium until this s
addrassed. -

Second, as Amendment 6 states. there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorivm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks 10 enhance. Thus, the long-term susiainability of the stock would be
threatcned. - :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped Days u the CLZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
1o exceed the targets set il Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
Yumits, reduced bag limits, and shorter ceasons which would surely add up 1o lost opportunitics. for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too viluable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 1o

be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 srongly urge NMFES to contipuc the striped bass
harves! moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respectfully Subgmitted,

I FISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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From: >Dk-\m3 QH STL_

Name }

o (Dol ST

%\. MH oSers

City State Zip -
Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS noust address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly valnerable to commercial nets. On the water
ohservations have shown tbat there is already a significant amount of striped bass moriality in the

EEZ due to commercial hycatch. It would not be appropriale to rémove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns ahout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-teTm sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Tncreasad effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in ToTe Testrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size .
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunitics for the
recreational fishing secior.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and eoastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, I strongly urge NMFS 1o continue the striped bass
harvest moratorivm in the EEZ.

1072372003 11:39AM
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Anne Laoge

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division’

Office of Sustainable Fisheries .
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

~ Gilver Spring, MD 20910
_ Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear‘ Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a pational, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in

the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large nurbers of bass are particularly vilnerable to commercial nets. On the warter
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

- EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to Iemove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states,
stack. Lifting the moratorium would
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance.

threatened.

there are concerns about the relative Jack of larger fishin the
place an increased pressure ol the stock of older, larger fish,
Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

: Furthermore. an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ ¢ould cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landmgs in the EEZ could then result

in more restrictive MAnAgenment Ime
\imits, reduced bag lunits, and shorter

recreational fishing sector.

asures for recreational fishermoen such as higher minimum size
seasons which would surely add up to lost opportutiities for the

$triped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities (0
be compromised by opening the FEZ at this time. | strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorinm in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

1072372003 11:39AM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

NO.S97  D@ld
FAGE Bl

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA)is a national, grassroots political action arganization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I

respectfully urge NMES 1o keep the EEZ clgsed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring

the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive ¢O

astal migrations of striped

bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial Bets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Jt would not be apptop
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the re
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the

te to remove the moratorivm until this is

|ative lack of larger fish in the
stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term custainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

1o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management mMeasures for recreational fishermen such as higher mi:ﬁmu_rr} size
Jimits, reduced bag Hmits, and shortex $¢asons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable tb the recreational fishing sector and coastal canmuﬁties to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ.
Respectfully Submitted,

Sig;nai:;s % .

LFISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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Anpe Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
- representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to siriped bass fishing. “

First, NMFS nmst address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
tnigrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets, On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycaich. It would not be appropriate to rTemove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratoriom would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
‘which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermote, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fisbermen such as higher minimum size
Timits, reduced bag limits, and shorter scasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. '

Striped bass are far t0o valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 10
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respectfully Submitted,

1FISH ¢ 1 VOTE

1072372003 11:39AM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) IS a pational, grassroots political action[organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already pecurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations df striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the vater
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortalify in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium pintil this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of largkr fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, lafger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock wolld be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ cou

in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mini

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational ﬁshihg sector and ¢oastal co
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, I strongly urge NMFS to continue the gtriped bass
harvest moratoriurm in the EEZ, '

Respectfully Submitted,
Kt 0 Lol
Sigmature .

IFISH ¢« IVOTE

1072372003 11:39AM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Figheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service o
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596 .

e e s R L

e e i S RSN

Dear Ms. Lange:

o The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, Zrassroots political action organization

~ representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, T
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ cloged to striped bass fishing. '

First, NMFS must address the corumercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the BEZ before opening these watets 10 directed fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of steiped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders, During these
migeations, laege aumbers of buss are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality ia the
EE7 due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate 10 [emMove the moratorium until this is
addressed. S o .
second, as Amendment & states, there are concerns about (e relative Jack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressurc on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. N B
Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
. to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased etfort and fandings in the EEZ gox_xiq;tﬁg result

in more restrictive management me_élsutﬂs'fdﬁ&‘féﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁs R L L i
fimits, réduced bag limits, and shorter seasons, which would surely add up to lost opportunitics for the
recreational fishing sector. o ’ | | o

Striped bass are far t00 valuable to the recreational fishing seclof and coastal communities to
be gompromised by opening the EEZ at this time. § strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

i el
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Seérvice
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

- Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organizaﬁon
representing judividual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring
the EEZ before opening these waters 1o directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occitt annually i the Mid-Atlaptic EEZ and many of these fish are Jarge breeders. During these
migrations, large mrmbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a sigoificant amount of striped bass mortality m the:
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this'is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

~ thrxeatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
" in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mintoum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up 1o lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS$ to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorivm in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,
Db B lon,
Signatore / . / .

1 FISH « IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

13135 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

‘ The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermoen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the FEZ closed to striped bass fishing, ‘

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occmring in
the EEZ befors opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occir annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numwbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commpercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is alteady a significant amount of siriped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bynatch It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium ontil this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relatwe Iack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks 10 enhance. Thus, the jong-term sustainability of the stock wnu]d be
threatened.

: Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the ﬁshing mortality zate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. -

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sectot and coastal comrunities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorivm in the EEZ,

Respectfully Submitted,

sm' £ 7z

IFISH ¢« IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Hishway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grasstoots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed io striped bass fishing.

First, NMES must address the cornmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnersble to commnercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycarch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium tmntil this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative Jack of larget fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of olde, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the fong-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : . .

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment A, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more vestrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
Tirnits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunitics for the
recteational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ. at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorinm in the EEZ. ' :

Respectfully Submmtted,
4 futs”

1FISH ¢« IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Mational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 '
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Léngér
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassgpots political action organization
. representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry, As a member of the RFA. 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fighing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of siriped|bass that is already oceurTing in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive] coastal migrations of striped
bass occur angually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish pre large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulperable to co rcial nets. On the water
ohservations have shown that there i¢ already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to rempve the moratorium untd this is

. addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about t relative lack of larger fish in the
- stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : ‘

Furthermote, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ cougl cause the fishing mortality rate
to excead the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landihegs in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive managememt measures for recreational fishermen uch as higher mininmem size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sebtor and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge S to conuinue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ' .

Respectfully Submitted, .

e

. FISH « I VOTE
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Anne Lange '

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room. 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 7 13-0596

A s i JRN——

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing indjvidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As 2 member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing- ' :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these Waters 10 direcicd fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bags occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbexs of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the waier
osbsarvations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 10 FEmOve the moratorium bntil this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks 1o enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. «

: Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

~" "in'more Téstctive management fheasites for recréational fisheiFoen such as Tgher THiimEITSZe T
Limits. reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

e h A= AT T R — T i

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commuaities L0
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMES 10 continue the siped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respectfully Submitted,

I1FISH « IVOTE

1072372003 11:39AM
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Anne Lange

Chief, Siate-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Matine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301} 713.0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing‘A]Jiance
representing individual sport fishermen an
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ

First, NMFS must address the co

A) is a national, grassroots political action organization
the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
josed to striped bass fishing.

rcial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring n

the EEZ before opening these waters to difected fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped

bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic E
migrations, large numbers of bass are parti
ohservations have shown that there is alre
EEZ due to commercial bycarch. It would
addressed.

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place

and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
ularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
y a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

hot be appropriate to remove the moratorium untik this is

increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

Second, as Amendment & states, trF‘e are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thl
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of st

s, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

iped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. fncreased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

in more restrictive management MEasuUres

r recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter scas¢ns which would surely add up lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to

be compromised by opening the EEZ at thi

time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moraiorium in the EEZ,
Respectfully {Submitted.
iy Kreect
Signatyre :
ITFISH + IVOTE

10/23/72003

PE23

11:39AM



16822268603 23:14 MMFS SF 3E1-713-605995 + 93014272591
5
Ag9,/19/2803 11:59 7328304604 - BE1IY ARp Rbns e

- '"'" " From: _l//¢ / \Df 5/4 /(E /0 '
"0 G pID freehp/D KD

City State

Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federa! Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance
representing individual sport fishermen
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EE

First, NMFS must address the co
the EEZ before opening these waters to
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic E
migrations, large numbers of bass are p

RFA) is a national, grassroots political action erganization
the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
closed to striped bass fishing,

rcial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
ected fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped

7 and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
icularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water

observations have shown that there is ly a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. [t would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ‘ :

~ Second. as Amendment 6 states, there are concems about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would plac an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 sceks to enhance. THus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

1o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6| Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
0 more restrictive management measuresjfor recreational fishermen such as higher minirmam size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seajons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of riped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

Striped bass are far (oo valuable t9 the recreational fishing sectot and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. [ strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. o ‘

Respectfully Submitted.
\‘

Vi

Signatare

[ FISH « 1VOTE
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Anpe Lange

* Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
QOffice of Sustainable Fisherics

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance

(RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

representing individual sport fishermen
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EE

First, NMFS must address the co
the EEZ before opening these waters to d
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic E

. migrations, large numbers of bass are pa

observations have shown that there is
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would
addressed. :

Second, as Amendment 6 states, 1]

the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
closed to striped bass fishing.

rcial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
ected fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of siriped
and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
icutarly vulperable to commercial nets. On the water

v a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
10t be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

here ate concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would placi an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. T
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of §
to exceed the targets set in Amendrment 6

us, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

riped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality raie
Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

in mose restrictive management MEasures
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter se
recreational fishing sector.

for recreational fishermen such as higher mimmum size
ns which would surety add up to lost opportunities for the

Striped bass are far too valuable 1¢ the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to

be compromised by opening the EEZ at 1 i

hamrart rmoanatasieas 2n bl | Y s

time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisherics Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries '
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 133 17
Sitver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots polilir.:al.action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing mdustry. As a member of the RFA,'{
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EE7Z closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch

of striped bass that is

already occurring in

the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped

bass occur annally in the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerebic to €o
observations have shown that there 15 already a significant amount O
EE7 due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 1o remove the mor:

addressed.

fish are large breeders, During these
mmercial nets. On the water

f striped bass mortality in the
atorium until this is

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are conccms about the relative lack of larger fish i the

threatened.

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure On the stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks ta enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability

of the stock would be

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cabse the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the rargets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then fesult

recreational fishing sector.
Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational

be compromised by opening the EEZ. at this time. T strongly

harvest moratorium in the EEZ.
Respect Submitted,

IFISH ¢ IVOTE

10/23/2003

- iy more restrictive Managemertt measures for recreatiorm? fishermen suctt as higher mimmumsize- ="

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

fishing sector and coastal communities to
urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fishexies Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheties
Natjonal Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

‘Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1

respectfilly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

" First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal mugrations of striped
bass ocour annually in the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the -
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. :

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

: Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive managemnent measies for recreational fishermen shch as higher mipnimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector,

Striped bass are far too valnable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I stropgly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorivm in the EEZ.

. Res

I FISH « Y VOTE
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Anpe Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

~ The Recreational Fishing Alfiance (RFA) is a national, grasstoots poht1¢al action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectiully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing, :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already oceurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bags occur annually in the Mid-Attantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to comunercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorinom until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, latger fish,
which Amendoent 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the Jong-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatenad.

Furthermore, ay ppen harvest of striped bass in the EEZ c-ould cause the fisking mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimuwm size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would sugely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too vahable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to

“be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium m the EEZ.
Respec

Submitted,

IFISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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Anne Lange
Chicf, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance {RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individuai sport fishermen an{l the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First. NMFS must address the conpmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to d ted fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anmually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are p larly vuinerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is aire dy a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate (o remove the moratotium vntil this is
addressed. |

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concems about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would plac¢ an increased pressurc on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks (0 enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of 5 riped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
{0 exceed the targets set in Amendment & Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
i1l more restrictive management measuresfor recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
Limits, reducad bag lumits, and shorter seagons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing secior.

Striped bass arc far too valuable tp the recreational fishing sector and coastal commuftities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ. at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfu Submitted,

;.”//Q\
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax {301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: |
The Recreational Fishing Alliance [RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

representing individual sport fishermen anfl the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMF3 to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First. NMFS must address the co rcial bycaich of striped bass that is already occutring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
pass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EFZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations. large numbers of bass are particularly vilnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

' EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate L0 remove the moratorium until this is°

addressed. .
Sacond, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative tack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would plack an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks 10 enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of guriped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
10 exceed the targets set in Amendment ¢. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measure for recreational fishermen such as agher minimum size
limits. reduced bag limits, and shoster sedsons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far (o0 valnabie 1p the cecreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at is time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respectfully Submitted,

1072372003 11:39AM
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Anne Lange ‘
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance [RFA) is a national, grasSroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen anf the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ| closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coasta} migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish arc large breeders. During these
cularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
y a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 1o remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. S

Second. as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks 1o enhance, Tiws, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ' '

Furthermore, an open harvest of sjriped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6} Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures|for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
fimits, reduced bag limits, and shorter sca#cms which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far 100 Valuable th the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at tﬂtis time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

‘ ‘ ! . -
7 d .
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Rec.re.aiional Fishing Alliance (RFA) is & national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, [

. respectfully urge NMF5 to keep the EEZ flosed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the cominercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurting in
the EEZ before opening these waters to difected fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are-pmﬁuaﬂy vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is alrealy a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due 10 commercial bycatch. Tt would hot be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second. as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratorium would place jan increased pressure on the stock of older. larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thys, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ' :

Furtherrnore, an open harvest of stfiped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. fncreased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures fpr recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limnits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seaspns which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. -

Striped bass are far too valuable tojthe recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 10
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. .

_pasz

1072372003 11:39AM
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Anpe Lange ‘

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Divim'ln
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 Fast-West Higbway, Room 1317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 '
Fax (301) 713-0596

' Dear Ms. Lange: i
The Recreational Fishing
representing individual sport fisher
respectiully urge NMEFS to keep th¢ EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these watets {0 directed fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-At tic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass age particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there lis already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It ould not be appropriate 10 remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. :

Second, as Amendment 6 s
stock. Lifting the moratorinm wo
which Amendinent 6 segks 1o €

' threateped.

e (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1

5, there are COncerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the -
place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
e. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be:

ot of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set Amendinent 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

i res for recreational fishermen suclras iﬁgher--nﬂﬁ:mmn' —
I seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing seCTOr.

Striped bass are far too valpable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly utge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ' :

1 FISH ¢ 1 YOTE

1072372003 11:39P|M.
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Anmne Lange

Chief, State-Faderal Fisheries Division-

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully nrge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must. address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these watets to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anmually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migzations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mertality in the '
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium untit this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 sesks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

0 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

i, Tore restriciive managerment measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimmm size
Limits, reduced bag Yimits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

, Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal cormmmnities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorivz in the EEZ,
Respectfully Submitted,

—

Signamwe

IFISH « IYOTE

10/23/2003 11:39AM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

~ First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters 1o directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality i the
EEZ due to commercial bycateh. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium vuntil this is

. addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older. larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seaks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher rmnimum size’
fimits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunitics for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commpunities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the siriped bass
harvest moratorivm in the EEZ. '

Respectfully Submitted,

Signatutre

1FISH ¢« IVOTE
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Ammne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-05%6

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grasstoots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA. I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurmng m
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur anaually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
FEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to femove the moratorium wntil this is

addressed. .
Second, as Amendment § states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened. , .

 Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased #ffors and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive manasement measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal conmmmunities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. : :

Respectfully Subrmitted,

L1 BT

1FISH ¢ 1 VOTE

1072372003 11:39AM
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

" Fax (301) 713-0396

Dear Ms. Lange: o ‘ :
The Recreational Fishing Allisnce (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
~ representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a mermber of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these watess to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already 2 significant arnount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

- addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns. about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendrment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatenad. :

~ Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortaliry rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in miore restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
fimits. reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which Would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commuNties 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ, _

Respectiully Submitted,

TR oo 2 Cooccnd
Signature

IFISH ¢ I VOTE
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Anpne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries .
National Marine Fisheries Service

1313 Bast-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: ' _ .
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action orgapization

representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industty. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the cormmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observagions have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium nntit this is
addressed.

Sacond, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in-the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. | : _
Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in ‘oore restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which wonld surely add up 1o lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. : ‘

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and ¢oastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ‘ ‘ '

Respectfully Submitted,

Eignag ‘ 7 ‘

IFISH ¢ I VOTE .
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Amne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 '
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: ‘
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

- representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfolly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anpually in the Mid- Arlantic EEZ and many of these fish are Jarge breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations. have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due 1o commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. :

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

: Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mertality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size T
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal comuunities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratoriom in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

Signature

IFISH » I VOTE
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" Dear Ms. Lange:

‘harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

From: ‘j;L\ﬂ D.dil\z:(( U:f'

N??a_? Sy C{Mﬁ-wal A e

Address

Seagid e ‘D‘”“L ﬂ/jngﬂ S
City ‘ swwe Zip
Anmne Lange

Chief. State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

The Recreational Fishing Alliance [RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
represénting individual sport fishermen angl the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is alrepdy a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this &
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are COncerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would placé an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhanee. Tijws, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of sjriped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6| Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
‘1 more restrictive management measures{for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter scagons which would surely add up 10 Jost opportunities for the
recteational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far 100 vaiuable 1o the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities (0.
be compromised by opening the EEZ at t is time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
- Res thwy Sypmitted,

-
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Chief, Stare-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustaimable Fisheries
Narional Marine Fisheries Service -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20010 ;
Fax (301) 713-0396 t

Dear Ms. Lange: |

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is 2 national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry, As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

' First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that i already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrarions of striped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large marnbers of bags are particularly valnerable to commercial nets. On the water
ohservations have shown that there is atready 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial byeatch. It would not be appropriste to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment & stares, there are cOnCErnS about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratormm would place an increased pressure On the atock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 0 seeks to gnhanee. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in te EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in ToTe Testrictive management measures for recreational fishermen snch a5 higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag lirpits, and shorter seasons which wonld surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities ©
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 sirongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EE[. .

‘Respectfully Sobmitted,

{ FISH ¢ 1 VOTE

1072372003 11:39AM

NO.S97  Dadl



18,22 26803 23:14 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 337 P42

9BA8 Oed 1561
~ FROM @ IDEAL GRAPICS FAX NO. ¢ 988-964-1561 Sep. 19 2@A3 12:34PM P1

= Tory Ferr W/Aé

) URIFTuAy £/AFE
et O T o B2

City Stae Zip

. Aune Lange .

- Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

- Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lanpge:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassrcots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As & member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped buss fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurTing in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
base occur annoally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particulacly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
ohservations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality n the
EEZ due o commercial bycarch, Tt would not be appropriate (o remove the moratorium until ths is
addressed.

Second, us Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish im the
stock. Lifting the moratofium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustairability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ couid then result

it Mor6 restrictive Management mcasures for recreational fiskiermen such as higher minimum size
" TYimits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 10
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. [ strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped buss
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Sobmitted, .-

I
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Fax (301) 713-0596

" From: Al Jacobs .

6 Michacl Drive
Lincoln, RI 02865

Anne Lange ‘

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Divicion
Office of Sustainable Fisheries . '
Narional Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1

respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS muost address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantie EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly valnerable to commercial nets. On the water
ohsarvations have shown that there is alrcady @ significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to cormmercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium vntil this is

" addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stoek_ Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressire on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seaks to aphance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. o : :

. Furthermore, an open harvest of siriped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mostality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendrent 6. Increased effort and landmes in the EEZ could then result

in more restrictive management INeasures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimom size
timits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunitics for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities €O
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratortum in the EEZ.

Respectfully Subnmtted,

Ly

10)’23/2003 11:39AM
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishieries -
National Marine Fisheriag Service -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 2091¢

Fax (301) 713-0596

1o exceedd the targets sel in Amen

Dear Ms. Lange: _

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

First, NMES must address the cormmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass er¢ particularly volnerable to cominercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium uritil this is
addressed. :

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
siock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an increasext pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, '
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : -

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ ¢ould cause the fishing mortality raie
dment 6. Increased effort and lapdings. B
i ore restrictive mamagement measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ;
Striped bass are far too valuable 1o the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
Bbe compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium m the EEZ. ‘ S

Respectiu itted,

- /l ’rl#’*—ﬂﬂu______*____

I FIS 1 VOTE

1072372003 1 1:39AM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

NMational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ' :

Second, as Amendment § states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

- stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks to enbance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ' '

- Furthermote, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimurn size .
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which wonld surely add up to lost opportusities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and ¢oastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

Signature

1 FISH ¢ 1 VOTE ‘
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Annec Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustuinable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fux (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is & national, grassronts political action organization .

representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycaich of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EBZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass arc particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have show that there is alrcady a significant amount of striped buss mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium untl] this is
addressed. : '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks (o enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. K

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more resirictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size ‘
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to Jost opportunities for the
recreational fishing seclor,

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this {ime. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EE '

1 FISH ¢ 1 VOTE

1072372003 11:39AM
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Anne Lange

Chief, S1ate-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Natjonal Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms Langc

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly valnerable 1o comrercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass montality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorrum vntil this is
addressed.

~ Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks 16 enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ' _ ' '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ coukl cause the fishing mortality rate

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resuit
irrmoTe restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimmm soe
lirntits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector,

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commmuities 10
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ, ‘

Respectfully Submitted,

IFISH « I VOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fishetics Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries -
National Marine Fisheries Setvice

Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance [RFA) is 2 national, grassroots political action organization

representing individual sport fishermen ang the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ] closed to striped bass fishing,

First. NMFS must address the congmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are partfcularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is alrepdy a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would|not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. : ‘

. Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would placg an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of s{riped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6| Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures ffor recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag lrmits, and shorter seagons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable ¢ the recreational fishing sector and coastal corgmunities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at tjis tume. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ‘ :

Respegt

1072372003 11:39AM
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Pear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annualty in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly valnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriata to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
: Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mottality rate
to exceed the targeis set in Amendment 6. fncreased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimem size :
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seagons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ,

Respectfully Submitted,
Signature (-) - T
IFISH « IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East~-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
tepresenting individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycarch of striped bass that is already occurring in
- the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
mugrations, large nurnbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to cormmercial nets. On the water ,
observations have shown that there is already a sipnificant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Arnendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, au open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mmimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Stripad bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. T strongly tirge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. P

Respegtfully Submitted,

1072372003 11:39AM



